
  
 

SOC 218  Introduction to Social Problems 
Fall 2018 

3 Credits (CRN 64503) 
Tuesday / Thursday 6:30–8:00pm 

 
Instructor: Colleen Rost-Banik 
Office: WCCC Classroom 
Office Hours: After class & by appointment 
Institution: Windward Community College 
 

 
WINDWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT 

 
Windward Community College offers innovative programs in the arts and sciences and opportunities to gain 
knowledge and understanding of Hawai‘i and its unique heritage. With a special commitment to support the 
access and educational needs of Native Hawaiians, we provide the Ko‘olau region of Oʻahu and beyond with liberal 
arts, career and lifelong learning in a supportive and challenging environment — inspiring students to excellence. 

 
 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

This course is a theoretical and substantive survey of the nature and causes of social problems; selected topics 
include poverty, racism, sexism, and crime. Class discussions, group work, films, and lectures will be the primary 
methods of instruction. (WCC: DS)  

  
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of Sociology 218, students should be able to:  

1. Identify and utilize sociological perspectives to analyze social problems in society 

2. Use critical thinking skills to evaluate the causes of social problems 

3. Evaluate proposed solutions to social problems 

 
COURSE TASKS 
 
Participation  - 20%  
I will give mini-lectures, but that will not be the only source of information. We will use the texts and build upon 
our own life experiences to co-create knowledge. I believe that we learn best by being present and 
participating in class discussions and activities. In order to receive full participation credit, students must come 
to class, abide by the instructions below, and complete all homework worksheets. 
 
CLASS PROTOCOL: 

1. Attendance and participation are required at all class sessions. If you are absent, it is your 
responsibility to get the notes from another student, as you are responsible for all material covered 
during class as well as in the texts. Participation points are based on whether students are physically in 
class for that particular day. Participation can only happen when you are present and actively engaged 
in class lectures, discussions, and group work.  
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2. We will respect one another. Our beliefs, values, and ideas may differ from one another because we 
draw from different life experiences. In this class, we will discuss, question, and challenge ideas, but 
will be careful not to attack individuals. 
 

3. We will challenge our own beliefs, values, and ideas. We need to be open to challenging our own 
prejudices, assumptions, and interpretations. We also need to expect to discuss things we often do 
not discuss in public but still feel strongly about. It is okay to feel uncomfortable when we do so. 
 

4. We are here for a positive educational experience. Please carefully read and come to class sessions 
with questions and assignments completed. In class, ask questions, share your thoughts, feelings, and 
experiences. Make this class a meaningful experience for you and your classmates. 

* And the important mantra to keep in mind for our time together -- because sociology is so interesting and 
relatable to all of our lives – “Participate, don't dominate.” 

 
Current Events Project – 10% 
Each Thursday a student will bring in a current events news article that relates to a social problem in 
our world. This can link directly to what we have discussed in class or can be something that we 
haven’t covered but still connects to issues you find important in the study of social problems. In 
addition to bringing in the article, please write a short paragraph about what makes this article 
relevant or interesting for the class to consider. The person who brings in the article will have 10 
minutes to discuss their article and lead the class in a short discussion about the topic.  
 
This project serves several purposes, as it will help us to: 1) build our understanding of how social 
problems are represented in the media; 2) strengthen our knowledge of current events; 3) inform 
and develop our individual and collective interests and perspectives on particular social issues; and 4) 
assemble a collective resource library to reference when thinking about what to write for the Op-Ed 
assignment.   
 
 
Political Action – 15% 
Pick a social problem that is important to you. Educate yourself about the issue and form an opinion 
about it. Think about what policy makers might be able do to assist you in advancing your 
perspective (e.g., city council, state or federal legislators, governor, president).   
 

a. Write a 2-page essay about where you stand on this issue, why it’s important to you, and how it 
relates to class. (Due: Tues, Sept 25) 

b. Draft a letter to send to a political leader about the issue. (Due: Tues, Oct. 2) 
c. Provide peer feedback on letter. (Due: Thurs, Oct 4) 
d. Revise the letter & hand in to be mailed to political leader. (Due: Tues, Oct. 16) 
e. Write a 2-page reflection essay about this experience. (Due: Thurs, Oct. 18) 

 
 
Midterm – 20% 
Tuesday, Oct. 9 
Be prepared to demonstrate your knowledge of how issues get defined as social problems, the 
theoretical perspectives of social problems, some of the challenges regarding specific social 
problems, and ideas for how to address them.  
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Critical Essay – 15%  
Due Tuesday, Oct. 30 
This 4-6 page paper is designed for you to incorporate and respond to course readings as you 
explore an important topic or issue of personal interest that has been raised in class discussions 
and/or course readings. You will have an opportunity to share pieces of your papers in class. Please 
make sure to cite your references.  
 
 
Final: Op-Ed – 20% 
Due Thursday, Dec. 6 
Think about a social problem that is important to you—it can be one that we have discussed in class 
or another issue that you believe has societal and political importance. Write an op-ed to a 
newspaper. This can be a piece that you’d like to submit to the Honolulu Star Advertiser or another 
publication of your choosing. Depending on the outlet, op-eds range from 250 words to 700 words. 
In addition to your Op-Ed, please attach a two-page document wherein you state how the issue you 
address is connected to what we have been discussing in Intro to Social Problems. You may draw 
upon course readings and/or other resources to state your reasoning. 

Grading Scale 
A = 100% - 90.0% (90-100 pts)   
B = 89.9% - 80.0% (80-89 pts)   
C = 79.9% - 70.0% (70-79 pts)     
D = 69.9% - 60.0% (60-69 pts)          
F = 59.9% - 0% (59 pts and below)       

N grade indicates that the student has worked conscientiously, attended regularly, finished all work, fulfilled 
course responsibilities, and has made measurable progress. However, either the student has not achieved the 
minimal student learning objectives and is not yet prepared to succeed at the next level, or the student has made 
consistent progress in the class but is unable to complete the class due to extenuating circumstances, such as 
major health, personal or family emergencies. 

If at the end of the semester you feel you qualify for an N grade, you will need to send me an email no later 
than the last due date indicated on our course calendar that explains how you qualify for the N grade. If I 
don't hear from you, you will be given whatever grade your total points add up to, as shown above. 

 

LEARNING RESOURCES 

We will be reading book chapters as well as scholarly and newspaper articles for primary course content. All reading 
materials will be handed out in class. Additionally, you will be asked to review the newspaper for reporting on social 
problems. You will present one newspaper article that features a social problem during the semester. 
 
 
DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATIONS 
If you have a physical, sensory, health, cognitive, or mental health disability that could limit your ability to fully 
participate in this class, you are encouraged to speak with your WCCC education coordinator. 
 
You are encouraged to speak with your instructor to discuss any concerns regarding your educational progress 
and insure you have an equal opportunity to succeed in this class. Anyone who has difficulty during the 
semester should see me right away to get help. 
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TITLE IX 
Title IX prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs and activities that receive federal 
financial assistance.  Specifically, Title IX prohibits sex discrimination; sexual harassment and gender-based 
harassment, including harassment based on actual or perceived sex, gender, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or gender expression; sexual assault; sexual exploitation; domestic violence; dating violence; and 
stalking.   
 
Windward Community College is committed to the pursuit of equal education.  If you or someone you know 
has experienced sex discrimination or gender-based violence, Windward CC has resources to support you.  To 
speak with someone confidentially, contact Karla Silva-Park, Mental Health Counselor, at 808-235- 7468 or 
karlas@hawaii.edu or Kaahu Alo, Designated Confidential Advocate for Students, at 808-235- 7354 or 
kaahualo@hawaii.edu.  To make a formal report, contact the Title IX Coordinator at 808-235-7393 or 
wcctix@hawaii.edu. 
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
Work submitted by a student must be the student’s own work. The work of others should be explicitly marked, 
such as through use of quotes or summarizing with reference to the original author.  

Academic Dishonesty  
Academic dishonesty cannot be condoned by the University.  Such dishonesty includes cheating and plagiarism 
(examples of which are given below) which violate the Student Conduct Code and may result in receiving zero 
points for an assignment, failing an exam, failing the class, and expulsion from the University.  

Cheating  
Cheating includes but is not limited to giving unauthorized help during an examination, obtaining unauthorized 
information about an examination before it is administered, using inappropriate sources of information during 
an examination, altering the record of any grades, altering answers after an examination has been submitted, 
falsifying any official UH record, and misrepresenting the facts in order to obtain exemptions from course 
requirements.   

Plagiarism  
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to submitting any document to satisfy an academic requirement that has 
been copied in whole or part from another individual’s work without identifying that individual; neglecting to 
identify as a quotation a documented idea that has not been assimilated into the student’s language and style, 
or paraphrasing a passage so closely that the reader is misled as to the source; submitting the same written or 
oral material in more than one course without obtaining authorization from the instructors involved.  
 
ALTERNATE CONTACT INFORMATION 
If you are unable to contact the instructor, have questions that your instructor cannot answer, or for any other 
issues, please contact the Academic Affairs Office: 
 
Location: Alakai 121 
Phone: 808-235-7422 
Email: wccaa@hawaii.edu 



5 

 
Windward Community College is an equal opportunity, affirmative action institution. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

DATE TOPIC 
 

READING DUE ASSIGNMENT DUE 

AUG Tues 21 Introductions;  
Course overview 

  

 Thurs 23 What are “social 
problems?” 

Chp 1: What is a Social 
Problem?, p. 1-6 AND 
“The Promise,” p. 2-5 
 

Current Event: Colleen 
Worksheet #1 

 Tues 28 Societies’ view of social 
problems 

“The Art of Savage 
Discovery: How to Blame 
the Victim” 
 

 

 Thurs 30 Sociologists’ approach to 
social problems 

Chp 1:  Sociological 
Perspectives on Social 
Problems, p. 7-19  
 

Current Event 

SEPT Tues 4 Poverty Unit Chp 2: Poverty  
 

 

 Thurs 6 Poverty Unit State of the Union 
Report 2017 – 
Employment & Poverty 
 

Current Event 

 Tues 11 Poverty Unit “Swept Away”  
 

Worksheet #2 

 Thurs 13 Poverty Unit Star Advertiser Articles 
 

Current Event 

 Tues 18 Advocacy Workshop: 
Political Action 

“Toward a New Vision: 
Race, Class & Gender as 
Categories of Analysis & 
Connection” AND 
“Intersectionality”  
 

 

 Thurs 20 Race Unit Chp 3: Race & Ethnic 
Inequality 
 

Current Event 
Worksheet #3 

 Tues 25 Race Unit “Capitalism, Class, and 
the Matrix of 
Domination” 
 

 
Political Action Essay Due 

 Thurs 27 Race Unit 
 

“After Charlottesville” Current Event 

OCT Tues 2 Race Unit “Pacific Revisions of 
Blackness” 
 

Draft of Political Action 
Letter 

 Thurs 4 Writing Workshop 
Review for midterm 

“Tips for Writing 
Effective Letters to 
Congress” 
 

Current Event 
Political Action Letter: 
Feedback for classmate 

 Tues 9 MIDTERM  
 

 

 Thurs 11 Gender Unit Chp 4: Gender Inequality 
 

Current Event 
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DATE TOPIC 
 

READING DUE ASSIGNMENT DUE 

OCT Tues 16 Gender Unit State of the Union 2018 
 

Political Action Letter 

 Thurs 18 Gender Unit “How Tough is it to 
Change the Culture of 
Harassment? AND 
“Women in Political Life 
Say #metoo” 
 

Current Event 
Political Action Reflection 

 Tues 23 Gender Unit “What the FOSTA & 
SESTA Anti-Sex 
Trafficking Bill Means” 
 

Worksheet #4 

 Thurs 25 Advocacy Workshop “Community Organizing”  
 

Current Event 

 Tues 30 Criminalization Unit Chp 8: Crime & Criminal 
Justice 
 

Critical Essay Due 

NOV Thurs 1 Criminalization Unit “Homes not Handcuffs”  
 

Current Event 

 Tues 6 ELECTION DAY NO CLASS 
 

 

 Thurs 8 Criminalization Unit TBA 
Guest – Nick Chagnon 
 

 

 Tues 13 Criminalization Unit “Islands in the Sand” 
 

Worksheet #5 

 Thurs 15 Advocacy Workshop: 
Prepping Op-Eds 

“Sense & Nonsense abt 
Sex Offender Registries” 
AND “The Heartbeat of 
Racism is Denial” 
 

Current Event 

 Tues 20 Immigration Unit “The Making of 
International Migrants” 
 

 

 Thurs 22 THANKSGIVING! NO CLASS  
 

 

 Tues 27 Immigration Unit “The Surge: Life Inside 
Texas’ Border Security 
Zone” 
 

Op-Ed Draft 

 Thurs 29 Immigration Unit “Aqui estamos y no nos 
vamos!” Global Capital 
and Immigrant Rights 
 

Current Event 
Worksheet #6 

DEC Tues 4 Immigration Unit “Facing Deportation, 
Hawaii Coffee Farmer, 
returns to Mexico” AND 
“Jeff Sessions is Killing 
Civil Rights”  
 

 

 Thurs 6 Final – Sharing Op-Eds  Op-Ed 
 


